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BUT AS THE AIRBORNE 
SCAVENGERS SWOOP 
DOWN UPON THEIR 

UNSUSPECTING PREY... 


THIS 
BOY WILL 
NOT BE 


TODAY! 


HE'S ONE 
OF THE 


“YOU MIGHT AS 
WELL ADMIT IT, 
PROFESSOR." 


THERE’S 


NOTHING 
YOU CAN BO 
ABOUT ME, 


OH, SURE--T 
KNOW You 
COULD REACH 
INTO MY BRAIN 


« AND JUST 
ERASE 


EVERYTHING 
WARREN HAS 
TOLD ME 
ABOUT YOU AND 
YOUR X-MEN. 


THE MANSION HEADGRUAR TERS OF 
PROFESSOR CHARLES XAVIER'S 


SCHOOL FOR GIFTED YOUNGSTERS. THE MUTANT 


WHO CALLS 
HIMSELF THE 
, FOR 
INSTANCE. 


OTHERS IN THE 
PAST, HAVEN/T 
you? 


eB ee 
wou! 
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“PROFESSOR” 
WILL BE ANE, 
THANK YOU. 


.. AND TELL ME 
WHY YOU ARE 
HERE. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS--yOu 
HAVE NO WAY OF 
KNOWING IF MY 
THOUGHTS ARE 


CAN’T YOu 
READ THAT IN 
MY MNP, 
PROFESSOR? 


OR MAY 
I CALL yOu 
CHARLES? 


BUT IF you 
BLANK MY 
MINP, YOURE 
GOING TO HAVE 
TO EXPLAIN TO 
WARREN WHAT 
YOu DIP... 


. UNLESS 
YOU DO THE 
SAME THING 


VERY WELL-- 
IT WOULD SEEM “VI 
YOU HAVE THE 
UPPER HANP, AT 
LEAST FOR TH 
MOMENT. 


AND, YES, I 
CAN READ IN (ABLE 
YOUR MINP YOUR DETERMINE |S 


INVAPING THE 
GROUNDS OF MY THOUGHTS L 
SCHOOL. 


THE VERACITY 
OF THE HAVE THERE.,., 


PROFESSOR. 


I GUESS 
THAT'S ONE OF 
THE DISTINCT 

TAGES 


READ IN YOUR 
MINP. 


I CANNOT 
TELL IF YOUR 
THOUGHTS ARE 
TRUE... 


IT LEAVES 
YOU WITH NOT A 
WHOLE LOT OF 

PEOPLE a CAN 
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REMEMBER 
THE STORM. 
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YOU CAME 
DRIFTING 
TOWARD THE 

REETOPS ON A 
GREAT LEATHER 
BAG. 


WHO ARE f 

you, IFT MAY & 
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“ONCE THERE 
WE DISCOVERED 
AHIDDEN CITY... 


‘NA PLACE WHOSE 

RESIDENTS HAD 

FOUND A KEY TO 
elaing 
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MAGNETO HAD 
REALLY DIED 
THERE AT THE 
CONCLUSION 


SINCE THE 
BALOON ON 
WHICH I RODE 
HERE WAS FILLED 

GASES 


I DIDN’T THERE'S IF I TAKE A 
IMAGINE THAT, SOMETHING OPP MOMENT TO 
pi oe NE geo ee ORDER My 
LIT THE WAY as 

Goppess”, VA THOUGHTS, 


“,..HE HAD 
LEARNED THAT 
RADIOACTIVE 
LAVA BOILING uP 
FROM DEEP 
WITHIN THE 
EARTH... 


‘,..WAS WHAT 
A HAD STIMULATED 
THE HIGHER 


TIONS 
OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THAT CITY. 


‘IN THAT 
STIMULATION 
LAY THE SOURCE 
OF THEIR 


WOT ONLY WAS 
HE NOT DECEASED... 


fT MUST BE 
SOME RESIDUAL 
EFFECT WHICH 
ALLOWS ME TO 
UNPERS TANP ANP 
BE UNPERSTOOP 
HERE... 


you 
SEEM LOST 
IN THOUGHT, 
STRANGER. 


YOU SAY 
THE WINP 
OBEYS YOUR 
COMWVAP. 


WOULD I BE 

WITHIN THE 

BOUNDS OF 
REASO| 


N, 
THEN... 


. IF I WERE T. 
ASSUME THE 
MASSIVE STORM 
WHICH 


SURROUNDS US 
IS IN SOME WAY 
YOUR DOING 7 


AUG) CONSEGUENCES--FOR 
THIS LANP, ANP FOR THIS PLANET!” 


STILL--EVEN 
THAT SHOULP BE 
SOMETHING My 


MUTANT 
TELEPATHY CAN 
DETECT. 


SCOTTS 
MINP SHOULP 


ANP WHY ARE 
YOU WASTING 
YOUR BREATH 

CALLING TO HIM, 
MS. GREY? 


YOU KNOW HIS 
MINP IS SHIT 
DOWN--BEYONP 


YES! 
HE'S OVER 
THERE/ NOT 
MORE THAN A 
HUNDRED 
METERS... 


Say 


No 
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Z, MIANTS, MY 

@ FRIENDS ANDI 

‘ FEEL WE HAVE A 

Me RESPONSIBILITY 
A TOies 


Sai 


ANP THAT 


SOURCE 
OF THE HEAVY 
SMOKE COVER 
LIES DIRECTLY 
AHEAD / 


"|. SUGGESTS “..TO DEDUCE IT To BE MOST 


THAT HE IS LIKELY A 


PARTICULARLY 
OLYMPIAN 
PROPORTIONS... 


OKAY, ALEX! 
WE'VE ALL 


THERE’S NOT “MAGNETEIX” 


a ENOUGH S 
LC oRESTATION ON WAS A BAP CALL 


THESE SLOPES ) FOR A core 


YOWRE RIGHT, TO PROVIDE 


LOOK! 


MAGNETRIX! KINPLING. YOU DON’T 


HAVE TO RUB IT 
IN BY USING IT 


AISTRESS SIGNAL! 


IS IT EVER 
THE NATURE OF 
YOU X-MEN TO 

WASTE TIME AND 
ENERGY WITH 
POINTLESS 
BICKERING? 


OR 
WHAT IS 
LEFT OF 


THEM! 


‘,,.AND_KA-ZAR 
TION 


LOOK TOC 
FRIENPLY,DO | 
EY? 
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—F NOTHIN’ 
TO WORRY 


ABOUT, 
LORNA. 


THERE THOUSANPS: 
MUST HAVE A OF THEM! 
-EN 7x 
GREAT CITY 
HERE! 
SET THIS 
VESSEL DOWN 
UPON THE 


ROCKS 
NEARBY... 


BUT THEY ’ 
LOOK TO ME 
LIKE THEYRE 
SPOILING FOR 

A AGHT/ 


TELL ME 
WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED 

HERE! 


i F BOTH OF S 
=Z yOu! IF THE 

BI LOCALS WANNA 
we PO OE. 


yes ome 


HAVOK/ 


“FASCINATING /” 


AND A 

NEARLY 
UNUMITED 

ENERGY! 


YOu. DARE 
A GIRL? TAKE SUCH A 
TONE WITH ONE 


WE CAN 
DISCUSS THAT 
LATER, BIG MAN. 
RIGHT NOW, TLL 


MYSELF,,, 


I SENSE THE BUT YOUR 
ABILITY OF YOUR GIFT IS SORELY 
MNP T. LIMIT! 


OQ 
MANIPULATE THE 
ENVIRONMENT, 
GIRL. 


NATURE MIGHT 
BE IN ORDER! 


INTRODUCTIONS 
ARE IN ORDER! 
ANP lege you 


-.. YOU MAY 
CALL ME THE 
BLUDGEONING 

BEAST/ 
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MINE IS THE 
POWER TO 
HARNESS THE 
MOST 


FORCES OF THE 
Y EARTH 


VER 
ITSELF! 


Yf ...BUT YOU HAVE 


YET TO FACE 
THE UNLEASHED 
FURY OF THE 
GODPPESS 
QOROROD/ 


THOSE WHO 
HAVE BENEFITED? 
FROM MY GIFTS 

MIGHT BE 

INCLINED TO. 

DISAGREE! 
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WORSHIP YOU AS 
A GODDESS, 

ORORO. 
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REG 
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YOU PO, 
ORORO! 


THAT DRY RIVER 
BED WAS WHERE 
YOU STOOP 
WHEN YOU 
SUMMONED 
FORTH THE 


STORM I 
SEIZED FROM 
YOu. 
FOR LONG 
MONTHS, THE 


LABORED, 
BUILDING THIS 
PAM ACROSS 

THE GULLY... 
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WATERS YOU ... THAT THOSE 
SAME WATERS neon oe 
WILL NOW S 
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The Kingpin finds out firsthand as Foggy Nelson goes to court 3 
to clean house — with Wilson Fisk's own files! Meanwhile, 13 
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have undergone startling changes. And, in the shadows, from 100 


3/15 @ 9pm ET Refer to Keyword: Marvel > Astral Plane > 


above and below, the X-Men have been targeted by a new enemy GAMBIT and BISHOP editor -- MIKEMARTS! Chat Schedule for latest schedule. 


— one that may be even more powerful and ruthless than En 
Sabah Nur himself! By CHRIS CLAREMONT and LEINIL FRANCIS YU! 
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THE DOCTOR 
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Dear John: 

One of the saddest moments of my life 
occurred the day | read my copy of X-MEN #66 
and realized there was not going to be an issue 
number 67. A lot of water has passed under 
the bridge since then, but even though the 
team returned some five years later | always 
wondered what might have happened if the 
book had not been canceled. Thank you for 
helping me realize this dream. | have loved the 
first two books (especially seeing Zelda, Vera 
and Candy again) and look forward the rest. 
Continued success to you all with this series. 


Kevin McKay 
Surrey, B.C. 
Canada 


Thanks, Kevin! We all hope to be here for 
a long time to come! 


Dear John and Tom, 

Just got back from Lee’s Comics with my 
weekly stack and a copy of X-MEN: THE HID- 
DEN YEARS #3. 

The cover: Just because the Beast and 
Cyclops are battling without their fellow team- 
mates, this doesn’t make them any less formi- 
dable. Nice to see Ka-Zar once more. 

Tom Palmer's inking adds a sense of depth 
and urgency to John’s pencils. Very much 
appreciated. 

Nice to see Lorna recoil from Professor X’s 
astral form, who seems mellower than in the 
past few issues. 

It's nice to see Warren again at this point in 
his career. No reason for him or Hank to be 
“blue” in this period of history. 

Hmm, Magneto’s astral form has been sep- 
arated from his physical body. Will we learn 
how this came to pass? 

Hmm, it makes sense that “Polaris” wasn’t 
Lorna’s first choice 
for a nom de guerre. 
Will she finally have 


LYSA 


her untold _ first 
KRAIGER \ meeting with 
» Magneto, not to 


__\ ASSISTANT 


EDITOR = mention believe that 


he’s her father? 
With its evolution- 


ary or mutative 
influences, wouldn't 
the High 


Evolutionary be 
interested in such a 
place? 

That Magneto is 
such a dastardly vil- 
lain by placing his 


fingers through Jean’s mind. Such a feat 
would be seen later by Shadowcat. 


Steve Chung 
SChung1968@Juno.com 


Magneto has been able to separate his 
astral self from his mortal body since the 
very beginning of our tales, Steve. He did it 
first, in fact, in the fourth issue of the origi- 
nal UNCANNY X-MEN series, and several 
times thereafter. Check out the Marvel 
ESSENTIALS volume containing the first 
twenty-four issues of the adventures of our 
merry mutants! As for the High Evolutionary, 
around the time our stories take place, he 
had other matters with which to concern 
himself! 


Dear John and Tom, 

Issue #4 was a fast-paced and action-filled 
conclusion to the first story arc. John man- 
aged to answer all the questions left from the 
earlier issues as well as get the team reunited 
(okay, so Bobby won't hook up with the group 
until they get to Africa...). Further, John man- 
aged to resolve the whole point of why, up 
until now, no one else had discovered this hid- 
den city in the Savage Land (great cleaning up 
after one’s self). | thoroughly enjoyed the 
issue and am looking forward to the next arc. 
Oh, and having my comments published in the 
letter page was a pleasant surprise as well! (It 
has been about 17 years since the last time 
that happened for me.) 


Martin Maenza 
mcmaenza@aol.com 


As you now know, Martin, it will take a 
while longer for Bobby to reconnect with the 
group—not to mention Warren! Ain’t sub- 
plots grand? 


John: 

| have to say that | am still as hooked on 
this book as | was after the first issue. The art 
is incredible, and the stories are fast paced 
and exciting. It's so nice to see the X-Men in 
character again, and a truly evil Magneto. 
That's not to say that the book is perfect 
(though darn near close). Sure we get to see 
Mags resurrected, the original 5 plus Lorna 
and Havok, but for all the buildup and charac- 
terization, the climax of this story seemed a bit 
lacking. | am sure that it is due to every sto- 
ryline in comics these days trying to outdo 
their last “Epic Tale”. Magneto’s scheme 
seemed to lack a reason other than “I will build 
a big base on a volcano to watch it explode.” 
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There was no benefit (at least that we know of 
after the end of the fourth issue) other than 
giving him time to rest and regather, which is 
in all honesty fine with this reader. | may have 
been expecting Mags to have something big 
up his sleeve, but in hindsight it was just as 
fun seeing him acting all dastardly trying to kill 
the X-Men and escape with his own hide 
intact. | can’t wait to see what our merry 
mutants decide to do with him before heading 
Off to Africa! Oh, and one more thing before 
Igo. . .the panel with Marvel Girl (am | the only 
one who enjoys seeing that name in print 
again?) skipping across the lava, is it just me, 
or did we see a ‘preview’ of that scene in an 
origin backup years ago? Little things like 
that, John, is what makes XM-THY the best 
book on the market today! 


R.J. Droll 
Obididsabe@aol.com 


Glad you noticed John’s little homage to 
Jean’s backup feature from years gone by, 
R.J. (Not really an “origin,” so much as 
Jean telling the readers what her powers 
were.) As to the climax being lacking—well, 
by now you know there was one more issue 
to go! Shame on you for jumping the gun! 


John, 

X-MEN: THE HIDDEN YEARS #4 was a nice 
wrap-up to the Savage Land story. Your art 
really brings out the best in these exotic comic 
book locations (anybody else remember the 
Savage Land arc in Namor?). As far as the 
pictures go, | have nothing but praise to offer. 

It's becoming obvious how much you like 
Hank McCoy as the series progresses. 
Though the other members of the team are 
testing themselves to their limits, pulling off 
much more spectacular feats than ‘the 
unfurred one (such as Cyclops’ burrowing 
through that mountainside), it's Hank who has 
held the team together throughout this arc. In 
fact, had | known nothing of X-Men history 
before reading this issue, | might have 
assumed Beast was the leader of the team, as 
he was the one who kept first Cyclops, then 
Jean moving towards the conclusion of the 
story. 


Russ Anderson 
RussLee74@aol.com 


J.B. makes no secret of his fondness for 
the pre-furry beast, Russ. Look for more 
focus on Hank in upcoming issues! 


